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Kejayaan alumni bantu pelajar
tingkatkan minat bidang sains

ALOR GAJAH 28 Julai - Kemente-
rian Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi
mahu semua institusi pendidikan
nllf:ngarll{]bil inisiazlif mempromo-
si ejayaan alumni sebagai
salah satu usaha meningkatkan
minat pelajar dalam bidang sains.

Timbalan menterinya, Datuk
I;I;.kaAbu Blakar hi[ohamad Diah

rkata, selain pelbagai program
sains dianjurkan di peringkat se-
kolah mahupun institusi penga-
jian tinggi (IPT), kejayaan bekas-
bekas pelajar yang telah berjaya
dalam bidang tersebut mampu
mendorong minat pelajar lain un-
tuk menjadikan mereka sebagai
ikutan. el

Menuru 5 jayaan yang
telah dica;:lya para alumni terse-
but akan mgg}balt(ntu d;nemlggﬁ
pengaruh positif kepada pelajar
dan membuatkan mereka lebih
bercita-cita tinggi untuk berjaya

dalam bidang pelajaran.
“Sehubungan itu, kita di ke-

mmmuﬂmm(aﬁ'aluomm
di Tanjung Bidara, Melaka, semalam. Turut hadir Timbalan Ketua Setiausaha (Sains
kiri) dan Anita Bahari (kanan). - UTUSAN/MOHD. AZIM ABD. RAHMAN

menterian sering meminta in-
stitusi  pendidi ini agar
mengetengahkan alumni yang
telah berjaya dalam bidang sains
untuk menjadi mentor atau pen-
dorong kepada minat pelajar lain
terhadap bidang tersebut.
“Pelbagai cara boleh dilakukan
termasuk mempamerkan nama-
nama mereka di sudut alumni
berjaya pada dinding sekolah,
buku sekolah selain menjemput
alumni berkenaan memberi mo-
tivasi kepada pelajar di sekolah
masing-masing,” katanya dalam
sidang akhbar sernpl:,;‘x'lﬁa:l majlis
penutup program Perkampungan
Sains Megka di Kompleks Falak

Al Khawarizmi, Tanjung Bidara,

di sini hari ini.

Yang hadir sama, Timbalan
Pengerusi Majlis Agama Islam
Melaka, Datuk Yaakob Md. Amin
dan Pengarah Pusat Sains Negara
(PSN), Anita Bahari.

Jelas Abu Bakar; kementerian
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sains pelajar sekolah dalam Program

mahu usaha meningkatkan mi-
nat sains dalam kalangan pelajar
diperhebatkan sebagai memenuhi
matlamat kerajaan yang ingin
jumlah tersebut meningkat kepa-
da 60 peratus berbanding hanya
21 peratus pada masa ini.

“Justeru, kementerian dengan
kerjasama pelbagai agensi terma-
suk PSN serius dalam menganjur-
kan pelbagai program sains bagi
mempromosikan bidang terse-
but terutamanya kalangan
pelajar luar bandar,” ujarn

Sementara itu tam ya,
program perkampungan sains se-
lama nﬁgan itu merupakan kali
Jirth negars, SN ki

negara dengan me

penyertaan murid sekolah rendah
seluruh Melaka. ‘

“Program ini seterusnya akan
menjelajah ke dua buah negeri
lagi dan mungkin diperl
kepada 10 program pada tahun
depan,” katanya.
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Perkampungan Sains Melaka
), Prof. Madya Dr. Ramzah Dambul (tiga dari
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Pressure to publish taking its toll

‘PUBLISH OR PERISH": Journal publishing has become the top KPI of local university scientists

universities, nowadays are under a

. lot of pressure to publish their re-

L }ﬁcarch. a key factor in the Key Per-

% formance Indicator (KP) for lectur-

ers. In fact, they are constantly

hounded by the “publish or perish”
waming.

Those who are behind in their
publications risk losing out on pro-
motions and other benefits. With
the recent drying up of research
money, meeting this KPI has be-

Cw CIENTISTS. especially those in the

searchers had to resort to all kinds of
creative ways (o meet that KPL As a
result. it has been inevitable that
there have been some compromises
on scientific integrity and ethics.

Has it always been like this for
scientists? Not really. The truth is
that such pressure to publish is a
relatively new phenomenon.

A study of the history of science
would reveal the fact that scientists
of the past published not because
they were under any kind of external

come even more challenging. Re-

p e, They wb}mled because

they needed to share their new-
found knowledge with their peers.

The intention was 1o test the va-
lidity of their findings. They would
write in the journals of the day, hop-
ing to obtain feedback about their
research. And, the consequent ci-
tations. by fellow scientists would
lead to further strengthening and
fine-tuning of their research. In oth-
er words the knowledge would be
validated and enriched.

The scientists then did that out of
passion and interest in the subject or

topic they were studying. They were
never promised promotion or other
forms of reward for their work.

It is different now. Publishing in
the peer reviewed journals has be-
come the top KPI of university sci-
entists. Failure to measure up 0 an
acceptable rate of chuming out pub-
lished papers will be at the expense
of one’s career progression. Promo-
tion in the universities is largely de-
termined by publishing achieve-
ments in high impact journals

- Continued next page
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Publishing at
the expense
of teaching?
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